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United States. As all readers are doubtless aware, there was an attempted coup in the United States on January 6th, 

when a violent mob of outgoing President Trump’s neo-fascist supporters attacked the heart of American democracy at 

the US Capitol. The Trump-supporting majority of the Republican Party has revealed itself for what it is: no more than a 

bubbling cauldron of white supremacy, anti-intellectualism, contempt for democracy, and raw selfishness, a cult united 

only by hatred, unfit to hold any office, wield any power, or take part in the marketplace of ideas in this nation. For 

more, see Rep. Pramila Jayapal’s report on what it was like to be in the Capitol during the attempted coup, see 

https://tinyurl.com/JayapalSurvivingCapitolRiots. For an analysis of how many of the same voices spread climate-denier 

lies and pro-Trump misinformation about the attempted coup, see tinyurl.com/RealityDeniers. For a look at the racist 

privilege of the insurrectionists, see tinyurl.com/WhitePrivilegeMob. For a look at the utter fall of decency within the 

Republicans, see tinyurl.com/ConservatismtoNihilism.  

However, just before the events of 1/6, we 

had a big victory for democracy and the 

prospects of strong climate action in 2021. 

Raphael Warnock and Jon Ossoff (pictured, 

Ossoff on the left, Warnock on the right) 

defeated their pro-Trump Republican 

opponents, thanks in large part to African-

American organizers such as the great 

Stacy Abrams, to become the new US 

Senators for Georgia. This secures a 50-50 

Senate majority (with incoming Vice President Kamala Harris as the tiebreaker) for the Democrats. Campaigning against 

Republicans is now as much a counterterrorism effort as a political one, and their victory is sweet. It also opens up a 

wide vista of new possibilities for the Biden Administration, which many (including this writer) thought would have to 

resort to executive actions alone to get anything done. The monstrous Mitch McConnell will be replaced as Senate 

Majority Leader by Chuck Schumer, and an array of Senate committees critical to climate policy, from Appropriations to 

Environment and Natural Resources, will soon have Democratic leaders. The road to climate policy still goes through 

people like conservative West Virginia Democrat Senator Joe Manchin, but he’ll be a lot easier to negotiate with than 

the party of neo-fascism. 2021 has the potential to be transformative! Truly great news. For more, see 

https://tinyurl.com/SenatePowerShift, tinyurl.com/SenateClimatePath, and tinyurl.com/AmericanClimateRevolution.  
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Alaska. You may have read about one of Trump’s more 

moronic environmental deregulatory efforts: selling off oil 

drilling leases in the priceless Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 

(ANWR, pictured). However, due to everything else going on, 

you probably didn’t hear about the good news: it was a bust. 

The oil lease sale, held on January 6, attracted only three 

bidders, none of them major oil companies with the resources 

to launch an expensive new drilling operation. The state of 

Alaska itself picked up nine of the eleven parcels, and two small 

companies, Regenerate Alaska and Knik Arm Services, bought 

one each. While it’s of course disappointing that we even got to the point of selling drilling leases in ANWR, this result is 

actually a pretty big victory for environmental activism. Oil companies and their pet politicians have been trying to get 

the rights to drill in ANWR for decades. And when they finally got it, activists from Greenpeace to 350.org to pro-climate 

shareholders had already convinced every major oil company and investment bank not to pursue drilling in the Arctic. 

The window for this danger has passed-it is vanishingly unlikely that there will ever be drilling in ANWR now. Great 

news! tinyurl.com/ANWRLeaseBust.  

 

Earth’s Climate. As we enter a new year, this newsletter is taking the opportunity to update readers on the evolving 

scientific consensus on climate change. Some earlier climate models had found that some degree of warming is “baked 

in,” meaning that even when we stop emitting CO2 and other greenhouse gases, the Earth would continue to warm for 

decades or longer. Now, with improved models, climate scientists are increasingly finding that when you model the 

effects of net-zero emissions (aka “climate neutrality,” a target the EU and New York State have pledged to achieve by 

2050 and China by 2060) the picture is much more hopeful. If net zero is achieved worldwide, “surface temperatures 

stop warming and warming stabilizes within a couple decades,” said Dr. Michael Mann, a renowned climate scientist at 

Pennsylvania State University. “What this really means is that our actions have a direct and immediate impact on surface 

warming. It grants us agency, which is part of why it is so important to communicate this current best scientific 

understanding.” Reaching net zero via the renewables revolution and other efforts will still be a truly epic civilization-

wide transformation, and is by no means guaranteed. Still, the prospect of halting global warming this century is truly a 

beacon of hope to strive for. For more, see tinyurl.com/ClimateScience2020, and tinyurl.com/StoppingGlobalHeating.  
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