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Parisversaire: Climate Ambition Summit 2020 It’s the 

fifth anniversary of the landmark Paris Agreement, when the 

nations of the world at long last agreed (at least in principle) to 

limit their greenhouse gas emissions. Now, although the main UN 

Conference of the Parties climate talks for the year have been 

delayed until 2021, a coalition of willing nations took the 

opportunity to announce some more climate action plans at a 

Climate Ambition Summit.  

The European Union reached an agreement on December 11th on 

a new emissions reduction target. The supranational union now 

plans to cut their greenhouse gas emissions by 55% from 1990 

levels by 2030, an increase from their previous target of 40% from 

1990 levels by 2030. Canada announced it would raise its carbon pollution tax to C$170 per tonne by 2030, which will 

likely serve as a strong economic spur for a shift to renewables. The UK, France, and Sweden announced that they 

would no longer fund fossil fuel infrastructure projects abroad.  China announced some interim goals for their earlier 

announced goal of reaching net-zero carbon emissions by 2060: “By 2030, China will cut the carbon intensity [amount of 

carbon burned per economic value produced] of its GDP by over 65% from 2005 levels. It will increase the share of non-

fossil fuel energy to 25%, with 1.2 billion kW of installed wind and solar power. Forest volume will be increased by 6 

billion cubic metres from 2005 levels.” Barbados and the Maldives net-zero carbon emissions by 2030, and Pope Francis 

in his capacity as monarch pledged Vatican City to reach net-zero emissions by 2050, joining Fiji, Nepal, . And Imran 

Khan, ex-cricket star, reforestation enthusiast, and Prime Minister of Pakistan announced that his country would build 

no more coal-fired power plants, and strive to reach 60% renewable energy by 2030. This is still not enough to keep 

global heating below 2 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial period, let alone the scientifically determined “safe 

level” of 1.5 degrees Celsius (we’re at over 1.1 degrees Celsius now, see climate.nasa.gov/evidence/). But it’s more baby 

steps in the right direction. And eventually, as the cost of renewables goes down, business leaders recognize the risk of 

climate change and the promise of renewables, and citizens around the world vote for more climate-smart politicians, 

we may get the climate plan the people and ecosystems of Earth deserve. For more, see tinyurl.com/Parisversaire, 

climateambitionsummit2020.org/, and tinyurl.com/ParisversairePressRelease. 

 

https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/
https://tinyurl.com/Parisversaire
http://www.climateambitionsummit2020.org/
https://tinyurl.com/ParisversairePressRelease
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Rosebud Reservation. Bison once dominated the landscape of 

the North American Great Plains, roaming the landscape in their tens 

of millions and providing a key food source for Native American 

peoples of the Plains. However, in one of the most shameful episodes 

of American history, mass bison slaughter campaigns encouraged by 

the US Government throughout the 1800s with the explicit genocidal 

intent of depriving Native Americans of a food source drove the bison 

to the brink of extinction. By 1889, there were only about 1,000 bison left on Earth, and tribes across the Plains were 

starving and driven to dependence on (often low-quality) reservation food systems. The 20th and 21st centuries saw a 

resurgence in the American bison population (now at over 30,000 wild bison and many more kept as livestock), with 

national parks and Native American lands leading the way. This story of rebirth after slaughter continues in 2020, as 100 

bison from Badlands and Theodore Roosevelt National Parks were recently released (pictured) on the Rosebud 

Reservation in South Dakota, home of the Sicangu Lakota Oyate people. “The sacred relationship between Native nation 

communities and the buffalo is part of a shared story of strength, resilience and economic revitalization,” said Wizipan 

Little Elk, architect of the reintroduction project. “The arrival of the buffalo marks a new beginning for the Sicangu 

Oyate, where cultural, ecological and economic priorities are equally celebrated and supported and are of great benefit 

to our community.” The people plan to grow their new herd to 1,500 bison in the next 5 years, with the help of WWF 

and the National Park Service. Another great example of Native-led regeneration of historic ecosystems for a second 

lease on life in the Anthropocene! For more, see tinyurl.com/RosebudBison.   

 

New York. On December 9th, New York State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli announced that the New York State Common 

Retirement Fund will review its fossil fuel holdings, may withdraw investment from the riskiest companies by 2025, and 

will definitely reach a net-zero emissions portfolio by 2040. This may sound minor, of interest only to the state pension 

fund field, but it’s actually a deceptively big win for climate action. For context, the New York pension fund controls a 

whopping $226 billion dollars, making it a financial heavyweight whose move away from fossil fuels will help accelerate 

pro-climate action trends in global capital. It’s the biggest pension fund yet to pledge to decarbonize its portfolio, and 

that sends a powerful message. Climate activists have been pushing for New York to do this since 2012, and their victory 

is an encouraging sign of both the increasing power of climate-smart citizens and the waning clout of fossil fuel 

oligarchs. In sum, great news! For more, see tinyurl.com/NYDivestment and tinyurl.com/NYFundDivestment.  

https://tinyurl.com/RosebudBison
https://tinyurl.com/NYDivestment
https://tinyurl.com/NYFundDivestment

