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The Maine Issue: Overview. Since the inauguration of Democratic 

Governor Janet Mills at the beginning of 2019, the state of Maine has 

begun a transformation from an environmental laggard, as it was under 

the regressive and obstructionist administration of Paul LePage, to an 

environmental leader. An array of the current legislative session’s bills 

are designed to protect Maine’s environment and prepare the state for 

the Anthropocene, with bans on high-profile plastic pollution sources, 

renewable energy incentives, and new water quality protections all in 

the works. In this issue, we examine a selection of the bills already 

passed and currently before the Legislature. If all or even most of these 

bills go through, Maine will be transformed into a true leader among the 

50 states, taking the initiative to become a hub of renewable energy 

technology and sustainable development! After reading this newsletter, 

we encourage all readers to contact their state legislators to urge them 

to move forward on these issues. For regular updates on environmental 

laws and regulations in Maine (including the bills discussed below), check out the Natural Resource Council of Maine’s 

Legislation Tracker at https://www.nrcm.org/projects/state-house/legislative-bill-tracking/. Find your state legislators’ 

email addresses at openstates.org/find_your_legislator/ to share your views! 

 

The Maine Issue: Legislative Action on Climate Change and Renewable Energy. Maine lawmakers 

clearly recognize the imminence and scale of climate change, with Governor Mills 

(pictured) noting that the state is already seeing “more ticks, less cod, fewer 

herring and scallops, lobsters moving north, [and] sap houses facing shorter 

seasons.” Legislators have introduced a multitude of bills to reduce Maine’s 

carbon emissions, boost its renewable energy infrastructure, and prepare it for 

the Anthropocene. Five are particularly worthy of consideration: LDs (Legislative 

Documents) 563, 797, 994, 1679, and 1711. LD 563, an act providing funds to 

help Maine towns prepare for sea level rise, has passed the Legislature and will likely be soon signed by the Governor! 

This is an excellent step forward. The next four are currently before the Legislature and have not yet passed. 

https://www.nrcm.org/projects/state-house/legislative-bill-tracking/
openstates.org/find_your_legislator/
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  LD 797 would require an 80% reduction in the state’s greenhouse gas emissions 

by 2050 and the development of a new Climate Action Plan.  LD 994 would 

mandate that the state approve a contract with the AquaVentus program, an 

awesome UMaine-led proposal to build two experimental floating wind turbines 

off Monhegan Island. This innovative step forward in renewables technology was 

first proposed 10 years ago but was held up by LePage. Here’s hoping it goes 

forward now! (Thanks to the Portland Press Herald for the cool graphic about the 

AquaVentus project on the right). For more, see https://tinyurl.com/y6b6q9no.  

LD 1679, the Governor’s Climate Bill, overlaps with several other climate bills to 

mandate a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 45% below 1990 levels by 2030 and 80% below 1990 levels by 

2050, as well as mandating that 80% of the state’s electricity come from renewable energy by 2030 and 100% by 2050. 

(If you’re wondering why there’d still be 20% of 1990s-level greenhouse gas emissions left if 100% of the state’s 

electricity comes from renewables by 2050, remember the existence of non-electricity generating emissions sources, like 

cars and certain industrial processes). It would also create a permanent Maine Climate Council, composed of state 

government, business, municipal, tribal, scientific, and youth representatives. The Council would research and develop 

new policies to meet these goals, report progress made to the public every two years (to start in 2020), and update the 

state Climate Action Plan every four years. This is exactly the kind of proactive strategy to act on climate change that 

every jurisdiction in the world should have. With Democratic majorities in both Legislature chambers and the strongest 

gubernatorial support of any bill in this newsletter, it’s quite likely to pass! Stay tuned. For more on this, check out 

https://tinyurl.com/y6rrwjce.  

Perhaps most encouragingly of all, LD 1711, “An Act To Promote Solar Energy Projects and Distributed Generation 

Resources in Maine,” is a bill incentivizing solar energy that is sponsored by the Republican State Senate Minority 

Leader, Dana Dow of Waldoboro, as well as being co-sponsored by the Democratic Speaker of the State House (Sara 

Gideon) and the President of the State Senate (Troy Jackson). This rara avis, a bipartisan renewable energy initiative, 

would direct the Maine Public Utility Commission to solicit bids for 400 megawatts’ worth of solar power (approximately 

enough to power 70,000 homes!) as well as making life easier for ordinary citizens to develop solar energy by removing 

arbitrary regulatory barriers, such as a moronic rule limiting community solar farms to nine participants. This is excellent 

news, not just because it’ll boost solar power, but because it shows that the Republican Party (at least on the state level 

in famously moderate Maine) is finally waking up to the undeniable benefits of renewable energy. For more, see 

https://tinyurl.com/yxztytn5, and check out your local news sources as the bill moves forward!  

https://tinyurl.com/y6b6q9no
https://tinyurl.com/y6rrwjce
https://tinyurl.com/yxztytn5
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 The Maine Issue: Legislative Action on Sustainable Materials. On 

April 30, Governor Mills signed into law LD 289, which bans the sale and 

distribution of polystyrene (Styrofoam) food containers (pictured, right) in the 

state of Maine. Polystyrene, an expanded “foamy” plastic made from fossil 

fuels, is a major source of pollution, with polystyrene waste commonly 

breaking down into microplastics, washing into the ocean, and damaging the 

aquatic ecosystem. It is also impossible to recycle and expensive to dispose of. 

The ban will go into effect in 2021, and makes Maine the first US state to ban 

polystyrene, joining the cities of New York and San Francisco, 14 Maine towns, 

several states in India, and many other jurisdictions around the world. This is a great step forward, and hopefully will 

inspire similar action nationwide. A second bill is currently under consideration that would build on this progress with a 

statewide ban on single-use plastic shopping bags, another major source of plastic pollution. LD 1532 is currently before 

the Legislature. Stay tuned-and feel free to contact your legislator to urge them to continue the good work! 

 

The Maine Issue: Legislative Action on Water Quality Protections. The Legislature is also currently 

considering several water protection bills, including LD 817, which would mandate 

a study to find new ways to restore sea-run fish in the Penobscot River, and LD 

1743, which would follow the Maine Department of Environmental Protection 

(MDEP’s) recommendation to upgrade the water quality classifications (increasing 

legal protections) for 400 miles of Maine rivers and streams. LD 1743 is a bill of 

particular interest to this writer. As an assignment for USM’s Natural Resource 

Policy class, this writer compiled a 20-page report on the conflict between the 

supporters (MDEP, the Penobscot Nation, and an array of environmental groups) 

and opponents (three town governments) of the reclassifications. The short 

version: representatives of the towns of Millinocket, Patten, and Island Falls oppose the reclassifications because they 

fear they might prevent the return of discharge-heavy mill jobs, despite no new mills being on the horizon and 

ecotourism (which would be aided by cleaner water) making up an increasingly important sector of their local 

economies. Here’s hoping the Legislature chooses a cleaner, greener future over nostalgia without a basis in the real-

world facts on the ground! For more, check out my report on https://theweeklyanthropocene.weebly.com/blog!  

https://theweeklyanthropocene.weebly.com/blog

