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US Climate Policy: New Mexico and Nevada 

Step Up. The building wave of state-level action on 

climate change continues to roll on, with the 2018 

midterms continuing to pay dividends! On March 12th, 

Nevada became the 23rd member of the US Climate 

Alliance, joining 21 other states (and Puerto Rico) that 

have pledged to uphold the greenhouse gas emissions 

reduction targets of the Paris Agreement. (Pictured: 

the newly enlarged USCA, with members in green). Nevada’s new Democratic Governor Steve Sisolak said ““I said in my 

State of the State address that I will not spend a single second debating the reality of climate change and its impact on 

our state. By joining the U.S. Climate Alliance, we are taking bold steps to ensure a better, healthier future for our 

children. With these ambitious goals and commitments to reduce our carbon footprint, I am determined to make 

Nevada part of the solution.” Sisolak has already announced his support for a push to require Nevada to generate 50% 

of its electricity from renewable sources by 2030. This is excellent. However, it was overshadowed by some even more 

exciting news: New Mexico’s Legislature passed the Energy Transition Act, which commits the Land of Enchantment to 

generating 80% of its electricity from renewable energy by 2040 and 100% from zero-carbon energy (renewables, but 

leaving the door open for nuclear) by 2045. On Twitter, New Mexico’s new Democratic Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham 

said “The Energy Transition Act has been approved by the House and is headed to my desk! The ETA puts New Mexico 

on the verge of an energy transformation, making a promise to future generations of New Mexicans and boldly charting 

a course to a carbon-free future.” This is truly historic-New Mexico joins Hawaii, California, and Washington DC as the 

fourth state-level entity to commit to 100% renewable energy. It’s also important to point out that this is eminently 

achievable, now that the political will is present. The American cities of Burlington, Vermont, Georgetown, Texas, and 

Aspen, Colorado, among others, are now 100% renewables-powered, and the nations of Iceland, Costa Rica, Norway, 

and Uruguay gain 100%, 99%, 98%, and 95% of their electricity from renewable sources. And, of course, an array of 

nations around the world, as well as all of the other members of the US Climate Alliance and literally hundreds of major 

cities, have strong commitments in place to increase their share of renewable energy. This is spectacular news! Despite 

the Trump Administration’s continued slavish devotion to regressive fossil fuel interests, America’s states are still 

moving forward to transition to a renewable energy economy and fight the threat of climate change. Once we get a 

science-literate President, these trailblazers can inspire similar national-level action. For more on Nevada, see 

goo.gl/5HG8e2. For more on New Mexico, see goo.gl/TKs7uj and check out @GovMLG on Twitter.  
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 New Research: Ecosystem Engineer Pumas. A 

new study conducted by Panthera, the world’s premier 

big cat research and conservation group, has found that 

the pumas (Puma concolor) of the greater Yellowstone 

ecosystem are shaping their ecology in a manner much 

more profound than previously thought. The researchers 

examined 18 puma-killed elk and mule deer carcasses in 

Wyoming’s Bridger-Teton National Forest, and used 

pitfall traps to check out what kind of insects were using 

the carrion as a food source and a home. They found an incredible density of insect life on the carcasses, with pitfall 

traps collecting 24,209 beetles from 215 species from the kills, compared to just over 4,000 beetles from traps set in 

comparable non-kill forest. This casts the pumas as “ecosystem engineers,” with their leftovers shaping an entirely new 

habitat for a diverse array of invertebrates. Fascinating news! For more, see goo.gl/X4cBXE.  

 

Ascension Island. In a spectacular conservation measure, the UK has announced the protection of 171,000 square 

miles of ocean around Ascension Island in the Atlantic. The new Marine Protected Area will place an area larger than 

Iraq, Japan, or Germany off-limits to fishing. The island and its waters are home to one of the world’s largest green sea 

turtle breeding grounds, as well as swordfish, tuna, sharks, frigatebirds, and much more. These treasures will now be 

preserved from overexploitation. Spectacular news! For more, see goo.gl/sRgXn2 and  goo.gl/HjDXiC.  

 

Indonesia. This newsletter has previously reported on the plight of the Tapanuli orangutan (Pongo tapanuliensis), one 

of only eight species of great apes in the world (and that’s counting humans!) and the most recently discovered. They 

live only in the tiny Batang Toru area of northern Sumatra, and researchers estimate that only about 800 individuals 

survive. However, a Chinese-funded infrastructure project threatens to place a dam smack dab in the middle of their 

only remaining habitat, with potentially disastrous consequences. Now, after coordinated international protests on 

March 1st, the Bank of China stated that it “took note of the concerns expressed” and will “evaluate the project very 

carefully.” Although the Indonesian government still supports the project, getting a response from the historically 

closemouthed state-owned investment bank is a sign of progress. Stay tuned. For the full story, see goo.gl/VLyj7x.  
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 Earth and the Sun: China’s Spaceborne Solar 

Scheme. In a fascinatingly bold move, China has announced 

that they are beginning a research program to develop 

prototype “space solar power plants” in Chongqing. Long 

theorized, a solar panel setup in space could harvest energy 

from the sun (and beam it back to Earth) without worrying 

about nightfall (see diagram). China plans to begin testing in 

the 2020s, with a major commercial power-generating space 

solar plant slated for the 2030s. This is unlikely to be a major source of renewable energy this century, but spaceborne 

solar could be an emerging technology with the potential to power much of human civilization in, say, the 2100s. This is 

a fascinating look at the extremely long-term horizon of energy generation, which may now be becoming a reality. For 

more about this incredible, inspiring idea, see goo.gl/W9AEpx.  

Earth and the Sun: Geoengineering Reevaluated. Solar geoengineering is a long-considered but highly 

controversial method of reducing the harm from climate change. It would consist of the addition of aerosols to the 

atmosphere to reflect more of the sun’s light, countering the greenhouse effect and, potentially, helping to cool the 

Earth “back to normal.” The scientific consensus has been that it’s too risky, potentially throwing world weather 

patterns out of whack while not fixing the underlying problem of increased CO2 in the atmosphere. Now, a new study 

published in Nature by a team of Harvard, Princeton, and MIT geophysicists has found that it might be a more attractive 

option than previously thought. Their models found that controlled solar geoengineering could halve the projected 

temperature increase caused by climate change, while reducing the risk of extreme weather such as cyclones, droughts, 

and floods around the world. However, the new findings are extremely controversial, as is the entire field: a recent UN 

Environment Assembly meeting in Nairobi could not agree on a resolution to increase research into geoengineering. 

Interestingly, geoengineering may also be getting a boost in American politics. Entrepreneur and presidential candidate 

Andrew Yang recently raised enough money to qualify for the Democratic Party primary debates. One of this unusual 

candidate’s proposals is to create a Global Geoengineering Institute, in which the US, China, and other nations would 

research potential geoengineering methods. His candidacy may bring some of his signature policy goals into the political 

spotlight. Given that humanity is essentially already conducting a massive, unintentional geoengineering project with 

climate change, calls to research the possibility of a controlled response to partially mitigate those effects will likely only 

grow louder as the world warms. For more, see goo.gl/nKFvwT and goo.gl/xN86qy.  
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