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United States. Joe Biden is now the presumptive Democratic 

nominee for President. Bernie Sanders dropped out on April 8th and has 

endorsed Biden, and Barack Obama added his endorsement on April 

14th.  Either Joe Biden or Donald Trump will be inaugurated as President 

of the United States on January 20, 2021. These are well known facts, 

but the fundamental import of them still seems to be in dispute. 

There’s still a lot of discussion around missing Bernie Sanders, or how 

perhaps a rising star like Andrew Cuomo would make a good candidate. 

This writer sympathizes somewhat, and would have preferred Elizabeth 

Warren as the nominee, but right now that’s interesting but not 

relevant. Biden is the nominee. We have a clear choice between a 

lifelong public servant who has a science-based and sensible 

coronavirus response plan and pledges to make the United States a 

leader once more in the worldwide fight against climate change, and a 

vain, selfish, science-illiterate hate-monger who drags the good name of the country deeper in the mud every day. 

Everyone who cares about democracy in America or a stable climate on Earth needs to do everything they can to ensure 

that Joe Biden wins the 2020 election. For more on Biden’s under-reported but surprisingly spectacular COVID-19 and 

climate policies, check out joebiden.com/covid19-leadership/ and joebiden.com/climate/. 

 

Crowdfight COVID-19. The COVID-19 crisis continues to accelerate, with almost two million cases worldwide and 

over 600,000 in the United States as of April 14th (and likely many more, as testing is still spotty). As the people of Earth 

care for those around them and try to maintain their own mental health, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the 

magnitude of the threat. However, one fascinating crowdsourced science project offers a manageable way to 

contribute. Crowdfight COVID-19 accepts requests from scientists studying COVID-19, for information, collaboration, or 

anything else they need. Anyone, signing up at crowdfightcovid19.org, can get a regular email form in which they can try 

to answer those requests. Don’t expect to be able to fill all or most needs yourself, as most of them will be highly 

specific, like “need a supplier able to ship proteinase K to Germany” or “need help modeling the spread of the epidemic 

in refugees in North-West Syria.” However, you can also share with those who you think would be qualified for a 

particular question! This is a fascinating way to engage the world community. Again, see crowdfightcovid19.org! 

https://joebiden.com/covid19-leadership/
https://joebiden.com/climate/
https://crowdfightcovid19.org/
https://crowdfightcovid19.org/
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Amazonia. A new paper published in Annals of the Brazilian Academy of Sciences makes the case that Amazon 

deforestation is dangerous not just from a biodiversity and climate perspective, but because it could facilitate the rise 

and spread of new infectious diseases. Deforestation is strongly associated with increased hunting of wild animals for 

“bushmeat,” leading to wet markets that, as in Wuhan, increase the risk of a disease spillover event from an animal into 

a human population. Deforestation also tends to be associated with new roads, which provide handy routes for human 

flows in and out of bushmeat-eating frontier regions, as well as mining and logging camps with little to no healthcare 

infrastructure. Yet another reason to stop Amazon deforestation. For more, see tinyurl.com/AmazonDisease.  

 

The Treasures of the 

Ningaloo Canyons. For a 

month, a science team used 

an ultra-deep-diving robot 

named the ROV SuBastian 

and a research vessel funded 

by the ex-CEO of Google to 

explore the strange life-forms 

(pictured) that dwell in the 

deep-sea canyons off 

Ningaloo, Western Australia. 

After 20 dives, some to over 4,500 meters deep, the ROV SuBastian recorded an astonishing diversity of life, including 

the bioluminescent Taning’s octopus squid, delicate glass sponges, striking bright red coral-like giant hydroid, and over 

30 new species. They also discovered the longest-ever animal 

known to science, longer than the longest blue whale, a 150-

foot Apolemia siphonophore colony formed from a multitude 

of “zooids” that clone themselves thousands of times to form 

an integrated, specialized body. It was feeding in a seemingly 

hypnotic spiral formation (pictured). For more on these 

incredible discoveries, see tinyurl.com/LongestAnimalEver, 

tinyurl.com/NingalooCanyons, and tinyurl.com/NingalooNewSpecies. What an extraordinary planet we live on!  

https://tinyurl.com/AmazonDisease
https://tinyurl.com/LongestAnimalEver
https://tinyurl.com/NingalooCanyons
https://tinyurl.com/NingalooNewSpecies

